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WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP CELEBRATION!

Thanks for coming to be with us at Zion Lutheran Church. If you are visiting
with us for the first time, will you please fill out a visitor card, available in the pew
rack in front of you, and drop it in the offering plate. Whether this is your first
visit or you worship here regularly, we are delighted that you chose to share with
us. We worship together on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. If
you have a “prayer request” or a “praise report”, please let the pastor know.

God bless you on your journey of faith.

INTRODUCTION

Within the gospel reading's profound words lies the simple message that God is
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word
existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at
Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among
us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the
bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of
God's grace and truth.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE | Wonder as | Wander Arr. Hassell

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God-with-us,

C: we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter,
claiming there is no room when we have plenty. We have made
power and wealth our idols, while you show us true glory: a baby in
a manger. We have overlooked the shepherds, expecting good news
in prettier packaging. Too often, we have valued violence instead of
your peace. Turn us from our ways to your ways. Grant us the grace
to begin again. Free us from all that keeps us bound, and forgive
our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen
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P:

Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God's chosen ones, holy and
beloved, + forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy.

C: Amen.

HYMN Red hymnal #300 The First Noel

GREETING / PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray . ..

C: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all
that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

KYRIE Red hymnal #98

N | .
) A1) | —
y s -
1Y 0 vl | |
A\IY 1 P
J e O
In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
N | .
- — ——
51— 9 \ I
\\av | b ? ! |
J . T &
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 |
) | —
y s I —
N 7o ]
\\IV 1o (1)
») o
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
N |
) AN I | I
y 4| I | F Y | |
 { o YA d /) P
\\av 5 * | | &
J — !
Lord, have mer cy.
N |
Yy D
y AW
1YY" P
i/ Lt |
J

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE Red Hymnal #296 What Child Is This?

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherd watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

THE WORD

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

R: "For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise
shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O
LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." *See, | am going to bring them from
the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among
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them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great
company, they shall return here. *With weeping they shall come, and with
consolations | will lead them back, | will let them walk by brooks of water, in a
straight path in which they shall not stumble; for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn. "®°Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare
it in the coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will
keep him as a shepherd a flock." "'For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has
redeemed him from hands too strong for him. "“They shall come and sing aloud on
the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over
the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their
life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.
3Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the
old shall be merry. | will turn their mourning into joy, | will comfort them, and give
them gladness for sorrow. "I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my
people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20

. "Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion,

®who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your
children within you.

"“God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the
finest wheat.

’God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very
swiftly.

'®God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes.

"God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God's
cold?

"®The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the
waters flow.

“God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel.
The LORD has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God's
judgments. Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

R: *Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, *just as he chose
us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him
in love. °He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
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according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. “In him we have redemption through his
bIood the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace
8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight *he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
'%s a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. "'In Christ we have also obtained an |nher|tance having
been destined according to the pu rpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, “so that we, who were the first to set our hope
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. "In him you also, when you had
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him,
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; "*this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.

R: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Gospel according to John 1:1-18
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: 'In the beglnnlng was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. “He was in the beginning with God. ®All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all geople *The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. “There was a man sent from
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God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. ®He himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
'"®"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. ""He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. "But to all who received him, who believed in his name, He gave
power to become children of God, "who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. "*And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of
grace and truth. "°(John testified to him and cried out, "This was He of whom |
said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because He was before me.")
"®From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. "' The law indeed was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. *®*No one has
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who
has made him known.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON Pastor Jaren Summers

HYMN Red Hymnal #295 Of the Father’s Love Begotten
RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

APOSTLE’S CREED

P: Let us confess our faith.

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the
dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS (Response after each petition)
P: Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer. ..



OFFERING—Invitation—God’s Work Continues

OFFERTORY SONG #188 Create in Me a Clean Heart
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence and take not Your Holy Spirit

from me. Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me
with Your free Spirit.

COMMUNION PREFACE #107 & 108 Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts

C: We lift them to the Lord

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise....we praise your name and join their
unending hymn.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS WITH WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (Al who confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior
and believe in the real presence of Chnst in the sacrament are invited
fo receive Holy Communion.)

BLESSING

P The God of love, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirt, lavish you with grace,
lumine your path, and increase your joy, today and always.

C: Amen.

HYMN Red hymnal #270 Hark the Herald Angels Sing

DISMISSAL
P: What is the mission of Zion Lutheran Church?
C: The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is:

“Serving Christ through serving others.”
P: Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you nchly.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE He is Born Arr. Powell

The altar fiowers are given to the honor and glory of God
by Chuck & Jayne Drake in memory of Elsie Turner.

Prayer concemns for Zion's prayer chain may be submitted
using a Prayer Request’ card from the pew rack.

In Helpful Service

Pastor Jaren Summers

Reader Lilian Nichols
Communion Assist  Bob Keppel

Usher Deb Keppel

Greeters Chuck & Erma Swanson
Bell Ringer Bob Keppel



ATTENDANCE: 12/28 & 293: 93 Unified Giving: % 2,083.00

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE ALTAR FLOWER CHART for 2025 is posted. There are still several open-
ings for February and March.

MISSION OF THE MONTH: BLESSING BAGS

This month you are given the opportunity to make a blessing bag. This bag will
include items that a homeless or person down on their luck could use.
ltems included could be:

Scarf, hat, mittens, socks Bottle of water

Travel sized lotion Chapstick

Travel sized toothbrush/toothpaste Combibrush

For women — personal hygiene products Hand santtizer/hand wipes
Anything else you see fit A card or note telling of Jesus’ love

small wrapped snacks (peanut butter or cheese crackers, protein bars, beef jerky)
On the table in the narthex there is a box of gallon bags and samples of items
you could include. Take a bag, fill it, and keep it in your car to hand out when you
see someone in need. Or you could fill a bag and retum it to the table for someone
else to take. If you have any questions, see Linda Holt.

BUNCO RETURNS on January 25th at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.. Pizza will
be provided with a love offering to cover the cost. Please bring a snack to share
and your own beverages. If you don't know how to play, no worries, we will teach
you. It's easy and fun! Sign up in the fellowship hallway.

CHRISTIAN ED ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING - TODAY after service.

THIS WEEK AT ZION
Sunday, January 5 Chnstian Ed Advisory Mtg. after service
Monday, January 6 10:30 am Mission Quilts
3:30 pm TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
6:00 pm Property Meeting
630 pm Scouts
Tuesday, January 7 10:00 am Mission Quilts
8:00 pm AA Meeting
Wednesday, January 8  6:00 pm Worship & Music Mtg.

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal



