PRAISE, THANKSGIVING

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 843
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a
3 Praise the one true Ilove
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lib - er - at-ing light;
strong yet gen-tle word;
in - car - nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-’ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.

praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis -ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;

Let wus sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv -ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev - ry land.
Praise the one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music:J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 1, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company
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ADVENT

901 Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
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Now the heav -ens start to whis-per, as the veil is grow-ing thin.
Heav - y clouds that block the moon-light now be-gin to drift a - way.
Christ, e - ter - nal Sun of jus - tice, Christ, the rose of  wis-dom’s seed,
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Earth from slum -ber wakes to lis - ten to the stir-ring, faint with-in:
Dia - mond bril-liance through the dark-ness shines the hope of com-ing day.
come to bless with fire  and fra-grance hours of yearn-ing, hurt, and need.
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seed of prom-ise, deep-ly plant-ed, child to spring from Jes - se’s stem!
Christ, the morn-ing star of splen-dor, gleams with-in  a  world grown dim.
In the lone -1y, in the strang-er, in the out-cast, hid from view;
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Like the soil be-neath the frost-line, hearts grow soft to wel-come him.
Heav-en’s em - ber fans to full-ness; hearts grow warm to wel-come him.
Child who comes to  grace the man-ger, teach our hearts to wel-come you.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: Welsh melody; arr. hymnal version 8787 0D
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. ’

Arr. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
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ADVENT
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Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is  near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el 7road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore  him! Spread gar - ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule 1is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto -’ ry::
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail  “ you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - Iing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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