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WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP CELEBRATION!    
Thanks for coming to be with us at Zion Lutheran Church.  If you are visiting 
with us for the first time, will you please fill out a visitor card, available in the pew 
rack in front of you, and drop it in the offering plate. Whether this is your first 
visit or you worship here regularly, we are delighted that you chose to share with 
us. We worship together on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. If 
you have a “prayer request” or a “praise report”, please let the pastor know.  
God bless you on your journey of faith.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
Advent is about the "coming days." God's people have always lived in great 
expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts 
appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a "righteous Branch to 
spring up for David." The Thessalonians awaited "the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all the saints." Jesus' contemporaries hoped for the time "to stand before 
the Son of Man." With them we eagerly await the coming days: another 
Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and 
supper. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                      My Lord, What a Morning                          Arr. Hassell 
                
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, alive in the world, reviving 
 creation, arriving soon. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God of mercy, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and 
 human authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
P: God of might, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our 
 neighbors. We have trusted false promises. 
P: God in our midst, 
   
 
  
 

2. 



 

 

C: we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your 
 mercy to birth in us. 
P: A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom 
 we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 receive the grace and forgiveness of God through + Christ Jesus, whose 
 day draws near. 
C: Amen. 
 
HYMN  Red hymnal #257 (v 1-4)              O Come, O Come Emmanuel  
 
GREETING / PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the 
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray . . .  
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
 protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and 
 redeem us for your life of justice, for You live and reign with the 
 Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
KYRIE   Red hymnal #98           
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, 

 and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

 us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - HYMN OF PRAISE 
 Light one candle for hope 
 One bright candle for hope 
 He brings hope to ev’ry heart, 
 He comes. He comes 
 

   Sleeth—Reprinted with permission from One License. 
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        THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
R: 

14
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the 

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 
15

In those days 
and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and He 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 

16
In those days Judah will be 

saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 
 
R: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 
R: 

1
To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

C:
 2

My God, I put my trust in You; let me not be put to shame, nor let my 
 enemies triumph over me. 
R:

 3
Let none who look to You be put to shame; rather let those be put to 

 shame who are treacherous. 
C:

 4
Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.    

R:
 5

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; 
 in you have I trusted all the day long. 
C:

 6
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from 

 
everlasting.    

R:
 7

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember 
 me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O 
 LORD. 
C:

 8
You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore You teach sinners 

 in your way. 
R:

 9
You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 

C:
 10

All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.     
 
SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
R: 

9
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 

before our God because of you? 
10

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

11
Now may 

our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
12

And may 
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just 
as we abound in love for you. 

13
And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness  
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that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints. 
 

R:  The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Red Hymnal #103    
 Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord.  Save us as you promised; 
 we will trust your Word. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL    
P: The Gospel according to Luke 21:25-36 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P:
 

[Jesus said:] 
25

"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and 
on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. 

26
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 

world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27

Then they will see 'the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. 

28
Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near." 

29
Then He told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the 

trees; 
30

as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. 

31
So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32

Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all things have taken place. 

33
Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will not pass away. 
34

Be on guard so that your hearts are not 
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and 
that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 

35
like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who live on the face of the whole earth. 
36

Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man." 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON  Pastor Jaren Summers 
 
HYMN  Red Hymnal #245                               Creator of the Stars of Night 



 

 

       RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED    
P:  Let us confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived 
 by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the 
 dead.  On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He 
 is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to  
 judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
 of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  and  
 the life everlasting.  Amen.    

 
PRAYERS  (Response after each petition) 
P:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Hear our prayer . . . 

 
OFFERING—Invitation—God’s Work Continues 

 
OFFERTORY SONG #188           Create in Me a Clean Heart  
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from Your presence and take not Your Holy Spirit 
 from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me 
 with Your free Spirit. 
 
COMMUNION PREFACE #107 & 108             Great Thanksgiving 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
 places give thanks and praise….we praise your name and join their 
 unending hymn. 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
 full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes 
 in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.   
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS WITH WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
 our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but   
 deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
 the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  (All who confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior 
and believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited 
to receive Holy Communion.) 
 
BLESSING 
P: God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, 
 our hope for the journey, + bless and keep you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
HYMN Red hymnal #260                                   The King Shall Come 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: What is the mission of Zion Lutheran Church? 
C: The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is:   
 “Serving Christ through serving others.” 
P: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE           Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah        Arr. Wold 
 

The altar flowers are given to the honor and glory of God 
by Judy & Chalmer Mader in celebration of their 62nd anniversary. 

 

Prayer concerns for Zion’s prayer chain may be submitted  
      using a ‘Prayer Request’ card from the pew rack. 
 

 In Helpful Service 
   Pastor       Jaren Summers 
   Communion Assist      Pam Sauls 
    Reader       Pam Sauls 
   Greeters                       Randy & Debbie Turner 
   Usher            Matt Sauls 
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ATTENDANCE 11/23 & 24: 106   Sunday School: Adult: 13 
Unified Giving: $1,800.00             Youth & Kids: 7 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WOMEN OF ZION CHRISTMAS DINNER:  If you have made reservations, the 
dinner is THIS Thursday, December 5th, 6:00 pm 
 
MISSION OF THE MONTH: ELCA GOOD GIFTS  
     On the Christmas tree in the lounge area, you will find ornaments that have  
pictures of animals and other needed items for those in need  throughout the 
world. For example, you may pay for ten chicks for $10, honeybees for $20, seeds 
and gardening tools for $50, a clinic visit for a child for $10. You can also donate 
any amount of money and the Women of Zion can put the money toward a 
more expensive animal - like a goat for $50!  
     Please take an ornament and return it with a check made payable to Women of 
Zion. Please place your check in the basket on the table in the lounge by  
December 31

st
.   Any questions contact Deb Keppel.  

 
THE ALTAR FLOWER CHART for 2025 is posted and filling up fast.  
 
ADVENT SCHEDULE: 
 Children’s Service  December 8th 10:00 am 
 Advent Service  December 11th   6:00 pm 
 Christmas Eve Service December 24th   7:00 pm 
 
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION is the first Sunday of every month.  Donations of 
non-perishable food items can be placed in the green barrel in the Walnut Street  
entrance. Needy Baskets picks up the items and distributes the food to those in 
need in our community. 
 
THANK OFFERING will be collected in the back of the church by the Women of   
Zion.  Money will be used to support the Good Samaritan Fund here at Zion which 
assists those in our community who need help paying rent, utilities,  
medical, gas etc. 

 
Staff 

Jaren Summers, Pastor; Bill Jones & Susie Gray, Choir Directors;  
            Lori Sebastian, Organist; Jessica Dorn, Christian Education Director;       

 Annette Calicoat, Office Admin; Sue Rambeau, Treasurer;  
Tina Putnam, Custodian 
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