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WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP CELEBRATION!

Thanks for coming to be with us at Zion Lutheran Church. If you are visiting with
us for the first time, will you please fill out a visitor card, available in the pew rack
in front of you, and drop it in the offering plate. Whether this is your first visit or
you worship here regularly, we are delighted that you chose to share with us. We
worship together on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. If you have
a “prayer request” or a “praise report”, please let the pastor know. God bless you
on your journey of faith.

INTRODUCTION

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while
the essence of God's law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external
things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us "the
words that | have spoken to you are spirit and life" (John 6:63). Now James says
God has given us birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word
when we were born in the font return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us
clean hearts.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Kum Ba Yah Arr. Michael Hassell
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our
lips, but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings
at war within us cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first
we make distinctions among ourselves. We place the needs of the
poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.
Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in
the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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P: God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, the source of
eternal healing, your sins are forgiven.

C: Amen
HYMN Red hymnal # 879 For the Beauty of the Earth

GREETING / PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.

O God our strength, without You we are weak and wayward
creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the
outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

QUO

KYRIE Red hymnal #120

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

YMN OF PRAISE Red hymnal #121

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship You,
we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Glory to God in
the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the
sin of the world: have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand
of the Father: receive our prayer. Glory to God in the highest, and
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peace to God’s people on earth. For You alone are the Holy One, you
alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Glory to God in
the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.

THE WORD
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
R: 'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am

teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that
the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add
anything to what | command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the
commandments of the LORD your God with which | am charging you. ®You must
observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the
peoples who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, "Surely this great nation
is a wise and dlscernlng people!" "For what other great natlon has a god so near
to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great
nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that | am setting
before you today?

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things
that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your
life; make them known to your children and your children's children.

R: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 15

R: 'LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your
holy h|II’?

C ’Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the
truth from their heart;

R: 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they
do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

C *In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear
the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back
their word.

R: *They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be
overthrown.

SECOND READING: James 1:17-27
R: ""Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,
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coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow
due to change. "®In fulfillment of his own purpose He gave us birth b¥ the word of
truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. "°You must
understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow
to anger; %for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. *' Therefore rid
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with
meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. *’But be
doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. *For if any
are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at
themselves in a mirror; %*for they look at themselves and, on going away,
immediately forget what they were like. ?But those who look into the perfect law,
the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who
act—they will be blessed in their doing. #If any think they are religious, and do
not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless.
?’Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for
orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

R: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Red Hymnal #124
Al-le-lu-ia., al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia,
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Al-le-lu-ia., al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia,

HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: 'Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were
eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and
all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing
the tradition of the elders; “and they do not eat anything from the market unless
they wash it and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) °So the Pharisees and the scribes
asked him, "Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders,
but eat with defiled hands?" °He said to them, "Isaiah prophesied rightly about
you hypocrites, as it is written, "This people honors me with their lips, but their
hearts are far from me; ‘in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as
doctrines.' ®You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human
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tradition." *Then he called the crowd again and said to them, "Listen to me, all of
you, and understand: "’there is nothing outside a person that by going in can
defile, but the things that come out are what defile." #'For it is from W|th|n from
the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 2 adultery,
avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander pride, folly. *All these
evil things come from within, and they defile a person."

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Kristen Zimmann

HYMN Red hymnal #512 (2X) Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

APOSTLE’S CREED
P: Let us confess our faith.

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the
dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING—INVITATION—-God’s Work Continues

OFFERTORY SONG #674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and
heard. Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word
around: loaves abound! Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Response after each petition)
6.



P: Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer....

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P: God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you
peace.

C: Amen.

HYMN Red hymnal #583 Take My Life That | May Be

DISMISSAL

P: What is the mission of Zion Lutheran Church

C: The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is: “Serving Christ through
Serving Others.”

P: Go in peace. Follow Jesus.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE All Things Bright and Beautiful Arr. Burkhardt

The altar flowers are given to the honor and glory of God by
Matt & Carly Breen in celebration of their 5th anniversary.

Prayer concerns for Zion’s prayer chain may be submitted
using a ‘Prayer Request’ card from the pew rack.

In Helpful Service

Worship Leader Kristen Zimmann
Reader Lilian Nichols
Ushers Tom & Sharon Knick
Greeters Wayne & Felicia Fronczak
Total Attendance: 8/24 & 25: 88 Unified Giving: $2,110.00



ANNOUNCEMENTS

ZION GARAGE SALE is Thursday & Friday, September 26 & 27.

We will begin setting up the sale on Sunday, Sept. 22 and will be working on it that
entire week. You may bring in your garage sale treasures beginning on

Saturday, September 21, after worship, Sunday, September 22 after worship until
4:00 pm and Monday and Tuesday mornings, Sept. 23 & 24.

We do NOT accept clothing, bed pillows, large exercise equipment, TVs and car
seats. We do not have room to store any donations at Zion until September 21,
so please hang on to your items until then.

Garage Sale Hours: Thursday 9-5 and Friday 9 - 8
We need help setting up and clerking. A sign-up sheet is in the fellowship
hallway.

SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH: In September, the Women of Zion will
serve a meal for the St. Patrick Soup Kitchen in Troy on Saturday Sept 7th. The
meal will be served at Kennedy Hall at the Terrace Ridge Apartments, 1323
McKaig Avenue in Troy.

We need at least 6 people (men can help too!) to arrive at 10:00 am to help pre-
pare or warm up food. Serving time is 12:00-1:00. People will come to the center
to eat and some meals will be delivered at the apartment complex. These can be
delivered by walking or driving. We will help clean up as well.

If you would like to help prepare the food or serve, please see Linda Holt.

In addition to serving at the Kennedy Center, we will collect items needed for the
Soup Kitchen. There will be a display in the narthex with the items needed and a
collection box. Collection will end September 29",

Items needed are:

35-55-gallon size trash bags , Quart size and sandwich size zip lock bags,

Dish soap, Powdered drink mix, Sugar, Canned milk, fruit and applesauce,

Aluminum foil & Packaged cookies

RALLY DAY is September 8th at 9:00. Children, youth and adults will celebrate
rejoining for Sunday School with breakfast. Lori Sebastian will be presenting the
lesson. If you plan to attend, please sign up in the fellowship hallway. Those who
want to contribute a breakfast item, please indicate what you are providing.

SEPTEMBER TIDINGS are available in the narthex.

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION is the first Sunday of every month. Donations of
non-perishable food items can be placed in the green barrel in the Walnut Street
entrance. Needy Baskets picks up the items and distributes the food to those in

need in our community. g



