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INTRODUCTION    
Jesus says, "It is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." It is 
God's promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the 
"little flock" of which we are a part in today's assembly. Faith, God's baptismal 
gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE w/ organ         All We Like Sheep         (Handel / arr. Gallehue) 
                 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love endures 
 forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Merciful God, 
C:  we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen 

 our own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long 
 to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we 
 have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the 
 path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our   

 neighbors.  Amen. 
P: Hear the good news!  God does not deal with us according to our sins 
 but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of + Jesus Christ,  
 your sins are forgiven.  You are free to love as God loves. 
C: Amen. 
 

HYMN  Red hymnal #787       On  Eagle’s Wings 
 
KYRIE                
P:   In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2. 



 

 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, 

 and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

 us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE               
C: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free 
 to be people of God.  This is the feast of victory for our God.  
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and 
 honor, blessing, and glory are his.  This is the feast of victory for 
 our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Sing with all the people of God, 
 and join in the hymn of all creation:  Blessing, honor, glory, and 
 might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen.  This is the feast of 
 victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  For the Lamb who 
 was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia.  This is the feast of victory 
 for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
GREETING / PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
 of the  Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray . . .  
C:  Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 

 your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we 
 may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC           Down to the River to Pray             arr.  Marchand 
 
 
     THE WORD 
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FIRST READING:  Genesis 15:1-6         
R: 

1
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do  

not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." 
2
But 

Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 

3
And Abram said, "You have 

given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." 
4
But 

the word of the LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but 
your very own issue shall be your heir." 

5
He brought him outside and said, "Look 

toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said 
to him, "So shall your descendants be." 

6
And he believed the LORD; and the 

LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING:  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16  
R: 

1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen. 
2
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 

3
By faith we 

understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 

8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that 

he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 
going. 

9
By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a 

foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of 
the same promise. 

10
For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God. 
11

By faith he received power of procreation, 
even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. 

12
Therefore from one person, and this 

one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven 
and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." 
 

13
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from 

a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers 
and foreigners on the earth, 

14
for people who speak in this way make it clear that 

they are seeking a homeland. 
15

If they had been thinking of the land that they 
had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 

16
But as it is, they 

desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
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R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                      
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal 
 life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
          
HOLY GOSPEL    
P: The Gospel according to Luke 12:32-40 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: [Jesus said:]

 32
"Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
33

Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make 
purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 

34
For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 
 

35
Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 

36
be like those who are 

waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may 
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 

37
Blessed are those 

slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten 
his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 

38
If he 

comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed 
are those slaves. 
 

39
But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief 

was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 
40

You also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON  Pastor Dale Schaefer 
 
HYMN  Red hymnal #638      Blessed Assurance 

 
RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

 



 

 

 by  the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
 dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
 is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to 
 judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
 of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
 the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  (Response after each petition) 
P: Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Hear our prayer . . .  
 
OFFERING—INVITATION—God’s Work Continues   
 
OFFERING SONG    
C: Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
 take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
 Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold: 
 take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose. 
 
 Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
 take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER / WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
         
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
 our daily daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
 those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation.  But 
 deliver us from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (All who confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior 
and believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to receive 
Holy Communion.) 
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BLESSING 
P: The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 
 and show you the path of life this day and always. 
C:  Amen. 
 
HYMN  Red hymnal  #856              How Great Thou Art 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: What is the mission of Zion Lutheran Church? 
C: The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is:  “Serving Christ through 
 serving others.” 
P: Go in peace.  Love your neighbor. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                Just a Closer Walk with Thee                arr.  Nagle 
 
 
           The altar flowers are given to the honor and glory of God 
                         by Susie Gray in celebration of Allen Gray’s birthday. 
             
  Prayer concerns for Zion's prayer chain may be submitted   
           using a ‘Prayer Request’ card from the pew rack. 

 
 

        In Helpful Service  
    
     Pastor  Dale Schaefer 
     Acolyte    Alex Garvic 
     Greeter  May Fischvogt  
     Reader  Bob Keppel      Communion Assistant 
     Usher  Deb Keppel 
 
 
 
OFFERING  7/30 & 7/31 TOTAL ATTENDANCE:  100  
Total Unified Giving:  $2,717.00         
Total Building:  $857.00          
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         ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANK YOU to the Adena Brass quintet for providing today’s special music: 
Doug Albright—trumpet  Linda Holt—trumpet and flugelhorn 
Julie Swank—French horn  Don Greiman—trombone 
Denny Seifried—tuba 
 
MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Lutheran World Relief School Kits 
These kits will be shipped overseas to help children learn, in disadvantaged are-
as. Each school kit needs the following items: 

One 30-centimeter ruler, with centimeters on one side and inches on the 
other. 

Five unsharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers; secured together with a  
 rubber band. 
Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide ruled paper. No loose leaf paper. 
One pencil sharpener  
One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
One pair blunt scissors. (no pointed scissors).  
One 2 ½ “ eraser 
Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secured together with a rubber 

band 

Stop by the church doors on Walnut St. and pick up a School backpack to get 
started, and fill the School Kit with necessary items above.  Any questions, ask 
Action Team Leader Kathy Groth.  Thanks for your help. 
A “packing party” will be held on Sunday, September 11.  Thrivent Financial is 

sponsoring $250.00 for our Action Team shoppers/packers of School Kits.  The 

backpacks purchased by Women of Zion and Thrivent Financial are already here.  

Now we need to fill them up!   

 

WORSHIP & CHURCH PICNIC 
On Sunday, August 21, our worship service will be held at the Tipp City Park’s  
Roundhouse.  The park is located on North Third Street.  Following the service, 
Church Council will provide fried chicken, and Women of Zion will have beverag-
es available.  If you are able, please bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share 
will all.  Please bring table service for your family.  Please sign up in the Fellow-
ship Hallway. 
 
 

 

 
 
            



 

 

COMMUNION SCHEDULE 
August’s schedule is as follows:  Saturday, 8/27—Sunday, 8/7 & 8/21 
 
     

 
YES!  There will be a Mum Festival Garage Sale in Zion’s Fellowship Hall ! 

Thursday & Friday, September 22 & 23 
 

The Mum Festival will be here before we know it and you know what that means - 
Zion’s Mum Festival Garage Sale is right around the corner! There are many 
opportunities for you to volunteer and we will need lots of helping hands to pull  
off this fundraiser. All proceeds benefit Zion’s outreach ministries. 
 
We need donations - furniture, toys, kitchen items, jewelry, linens, books, DVD’s, 
CD’s, tools, sporting goods, seasonal decorations, garden items, home decor, 
etc. We ask that all donated items be in good, clean condition and in working 
order. We Do NOT accept clothing, bed pillows, TVs, treadmills or large  
exercise equipment, estate or garage sale leftovers. 
 
Donations can be brought to the Fellowship Hall beginning Saturday, September 
17 before or after the 5:00 service, Sunday, Sept. 18 after service until 4:00, 
Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 19 & 20 until noon. The last day to bring in  
donations is noon on Tuesday, Sept. 20. If you need an item picked up, call Bob  
Keppel (937-689-3892).  
 
We also need many folks to help with setting up the sale, picking up items,  
pricing, working the days of the sale and cleaning up when the sale is over. Look 
for the signup sheet in the hallway.  
 
 
 
 
 
                 Staff 
 
       Dale Schaefer. Interim Pastor; Bill Jones & Susie Gray, Choir Directors;  
 Lori Sebastian, Organist; Jessica Dorn Christian Education Director 
 Linda Short, Office Manager; Sue Rambeau, Treasurer; Tina Putnam, Sexton 


