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INTRODUCTION 
Today's texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally 
overwhelmed by the "unhappy business" of life. Jesus urges us to take care and 
be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy bap-
tism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, 
seeking the "things that are above." To that end we seek the sustenance of the 
Lord's supper and the encouragement of God's word. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE      O Sing to the Lord     Arr. Hansen 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love endures 
 forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Merciful God, 
C:  we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen 

 our own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long 
 to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we 
 have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the 
 path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our   

 neighbors.  Amen. 
P: Hear the good news!  God does not deal with us according to our sins 
 but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of + Jesus Christ,  
 your sins are forgiven.  You are free to love as God loves. 
C:  Amen. 
 
HYMN  Red hymnal #650           In Christ, There is No East or West 
 
KYRIE                    
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 



 

 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God,  
 and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let  
 us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
  
HYMN OF PRAISE    
C: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free 
 to be people of God.  This is the feast of victory for our God.  
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and 
 honor, blessing, and glory are his.  This is the feast of victory for 
 our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Sing with all the people of God, 
 and join in the hymn of all creation:  Blessing, honor, glory, and 
 might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen.  This is the feast of 
 victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  For the Lamb who 
 was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia.  This is the feast of victory 
 for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
                          
GREETING / PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Let us pray . . . 
C:  Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of  
 our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is
 offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
     THE WORD 
  
FIRST READING:  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

P: 
2
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

 vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
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12
I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 

13
applied my mind to seek 

and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy 
 

business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 
14

I saw all the 
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 

2:18
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 

leave it to those who come after me 
19

—and who knows whether they will be wise 
or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom 
under the sun. This also is vanity. 

20
So I turned and gave my heart up to despair 

concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
21

because sometimes one who 
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by 
another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 

22
What do 

mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 
23

For all 
their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds 
do not rest. This also is vanity. 
 
P: The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING:  Colossians 3:1-11  
P: 

1
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
2
Set your minds on things that 

are above, not on things that are on earth, 
3
for you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 
4
When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also 

will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

5
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 
6
On account of these the wrath 

of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 
7
These are the ways you also 

once followed, when you were living that life. 
8
But now you must get rid of all such 

things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 
9
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 

practices 
10

and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 

11
In that renewal 

there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
 
P: The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                      
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 
 eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL  
P: The Gospel according to Luke 12:13-21 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: 

 13
Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] "Teacher, tell my brother to divide 

the family inheritance with me." 
14

But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a 
judge or arbitrator over you?" 

15
And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your 

guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance 
of possessions." 

16
Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced 

abundantly. 
17

And he thought to himself, 'What should I do, for I have no place to 
store my crops?' 

18
Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 

larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19

And I will say to 
my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.' 

20
But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life is being 

demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 
21

So it 
is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God." 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON   Pastor Dale Schaefer   Do You Truly Love Me?     John 21:15-17 
     
HYMN Red hymnal #793                   Be Thou My Vision 
                           
APOSTLE’S CREED 
P: Let us confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, who was 
 conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
 Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
 the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again 
 to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
 of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
 the life everlasting.  Amen.    
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  (Response after each petition) 
P: Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Hear our prayer . . . 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom  
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
 our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation.  But 
 deliver us from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and 
 the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING—Invitation—God’s Work Continues  
 
OFFERING SONG    
C: Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
 take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
 Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold: 
 take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose. 
 
          Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
 take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
BLESSING 
P: The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort 
 you, and show you the path of life this day and always. 
C: Amen 
  
HYMN  Red hymnal #834             Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  
            
DISMISSAL 
P: What is the mission of Zion Lutheran Church? 
C: The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is:  “Serving Christ through 
 serving others.” 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
  
PREFACE 
P:  It is indeed right and salutary . . . We praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn: 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow'r and might:  Heav'n and earth are full   
 of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the  
 name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER / WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
 bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us.  And lead us not into temptation.  But deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and  
 ever.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  (All who confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior and believe in the 
real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to receive Holy Communion.)   
 
**  POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
 you in his grace. 



 

 

P: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE        How Great Thou Art     Arr.  Hobby 
 
     
                    The altar flowers are given to the honor and glory of God 
        by Bob & Deb Keppel in celebration of their 45th wedding anniversary. 
 
         Prayer concerns for Zion's prayer chain may be submitted   
       using a ‘Prayer Request’ card from the pew rack. 
 
 

    In Helpful Service 
 
   Pastor             Pastor Dale Schaefer 
   Greeter  Covert & Maureen Holley   
   Ushers   Bob & Deb Keppel  
   Reader   Chris Frame 
 
 
7/23 & 7/24  
Total Attendance:  96    
Total Unified Giving:  $2,445.00             Total Building:  $2,182.00   
 
 
        ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Lutheran World Relief Health Kits 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL CARE KIT: 

ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20" x 40" and 52" x 27"), dark 
color recommended 

TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in 
original wrapping 

ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging*  
ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging 
ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging 
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Two ways to help with kit:  1 - You may purchase the items listed, put them  
unassembled in a bag and place in collecting box in narthex  2 - Donate money 
that a group of shoppers may use to purchase the items listed.  Give Donna a call 
if you have any questions @ 902-1038 
 
REMINDERS FOR NEXT SATURDAY & SUNDAY— 

 Food Pantry Collection is the first Sunday of every month.  Donations of  
non-perishable food items can be placed in the green barrel in the Walnut 
Street entrance. Needy Baskets picks up the items and distributes the food 
to those in need in our community. 

 Thank Offering will be collected in the back of the church by the Women of  
Zion.  Money will be used to support the Good Samaritan Fund here at  
Zion which assists those in our community who need help paying rent,  
utilities, medical, gas etc. 

 
ZION NIGHT / DAYTON DRAGONS GAME 
Saturday, August 6th, Game Time 7:05 p.m.  If you wish to carpool, meet in the 
Zion parking lot at 5:45 and we’ll plan to pull out at 6:00 pm. 
 
COMMUNION IN AUGUST:   Sunday, August 7 & 21 / Saturday August 27 
 
BRASS QUINTET 
Adena Brass (Linda Holt’s group) will be providing music during the Sunday,  
August 7th worship service.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Staff 
 
       Dale Schaefer. Interim Pastor; Bill Jones & Susie Gray, Choir Directors;  
 Lori Sebastian, Organist; Jessica Dorn Christian Education Director 
 Linda Short, Office Manager; Sue Rambeau, Treasurer; Tina Putnam, Sexton 


