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INTRODUCTION 
This Sunday's image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the 
vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of 
mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a 
part of Christ's living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ's life. As the 
vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear 
fruit for the life of the world. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE         Now the Green Blade Riseth       Arr.  Carter   

  
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the 
 gift of baptism. 
P: We thank you, risen Christ, 
 for these waters where you make us new, 
 leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 
 We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
 in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
 like rains to our thirsting earth, 
 like streams that revive our souls, 
 like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 
 Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
 Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
 Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 
 Make us one, risen Christ. 
 Cleanse our hearts. 
 Shower us with life. 
 
 To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 
 In the glory of God, 
 Now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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HYMN #389 (vs. 1,3,4)                   Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing 
 
KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, and 
 for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us  
 pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                              
C: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 
 people of God.  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, 
 alleluia.  Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and 
 glory are his.  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, 
 alleluia.  
 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
 Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen.  
 This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  For the 
 Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia.  This is the feast of 
 victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
GREETING / PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
P: Let us pray . . .  
C: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 
 Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and 
 know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever.  Amen. 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Acts 8:26-40             Reader:  Doug Jacobs 
R: 26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he 
got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it." 30So Philip 
ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand 
what you are reading?" 31He replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was 
reading was this: 
 "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
 and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth." 
34The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?" 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 
 
36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
"Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?" 38He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
R:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING:  1 John 4:7-21            Reader:  Doug Jacobs 
R: 7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 

love. 9God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that 

he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since  
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

4. 



 

 

God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 
the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 
in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 
in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, "I love God," and hate their 
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him 
is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
R:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

C: Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
 You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL    
P: The Gospel according to John 15:1-8 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: [Jesus said:] 1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 
bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples." 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON  Pastor Jeff Glawe 
 
HYMN #377 (vs. 1,4,5)             Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen 
 
 
             RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED    
P:  Let us confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
 right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the 
 dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  
 saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen.    
 
PRAYERS  (Response after each petition) 
P:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Hear our prayer . . . 
 
OFFERING—Invitation—God’s Work Continues 
 
OFFERTORY SONG #207         Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise  
C:  Thankful hearts and voices raise:; tell ev-’ry-one what God has done. 
 Let ev-’ry-one who seeks the Lord rejoice and bear the name of Christ. 
 Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy with shouts 
 of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
EUCHARISTIC  PRAYER / WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily   
 bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
 thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (All who confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior 
and believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to receive Holy 
communion.) 
 
HYMN #674                            Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: What is the mission of Zion Lutheran Church? 
C: The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is:   
 “Serving Christ through serving others.” 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE       O Blessed Spring      Arr.  Hansen 
 
  Please follow the guidance of the leaders as you exit 
    to participate in Holy Communion. 
 

  The altar flowers are given to the honor and glory of God 
      by Steve & Judy Tritle in honor of their 40th wedding anniversary. 
  

           Prayer concerns for Zion’s prayer chain may be submitted 
  to the church office by calling 1 937-667-3110 or e-mail. 
  
 
Worship April 24 & 25     
Total Attendance:  92        
Total Unified Giving: $3,310.00   
Total Building Fund: $   330.00    
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TREASURER’S REPORT:   February 2021  
Unified Giving: $28,005.18   Building Fund Giving: $1,800.20  
Expenses: $20,030.18    Mortgage Payment: $2,500.00 
 
Building Fund Balance as of February, 2021:  $27,948.49 
If you desire more detailed financial information there are ten copies of the balance 
sheet and income statement for the month of February 2021 on the table as you leave  
the fellowship hall.  If you have any questions please bring them to our next Council 
meeting.  

       
    ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NEW MEMBER 

Kristen Zimmann recently requested a transfer of her membership to Zion Lutheran 
Church.  On Saturday she affirmed her baptism and became a member of our church.   
We welcome Kristen and ask that you introduce yourselves to her when you have the 

opportunity. 

 
MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH:  EAGLES WINGS  

Eagles Wings Stable is a non-profit on Washington Road in Piqua.  E.W. Stables pro-
vides equine assisted therapeutic activities for children and adults with special needs to 
benefit and improve development and quality of life. “People need help” so as you enter 

the Fellowship hall please notice the display set up to further explain the therapy.   
 
COMMUNION SERVICES 
Below you will find a list of dates that communion will be offered here at Zion.  It is the 
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month and the 4th Saturday of the month.  You will also find 
this schedule in the monthly newsletter. 
Saturday:  May 22, June 26 
Sunday:  May 2, May 16, June 6, June 20 
 
 
           Staff 
 
    Pastor Jeff Glawe, Pastor; Terri Darrah, Choir Director;  
    Lori Sebastian, Organist; Jackie Glawe, Christian Education Director;  
          Linda Short, Office Manager; Sue Rambeau, Treasurer; Tina Putnam, Sexton 
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