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INTRODUCTION 
In today's gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile 
or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God's promise of resurrection. 
In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the 
Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God's unfailing 
promise in our baptism. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE             Beneath the Cross of Jesus                        Arr.  Hobby 
 

 (**)  Please stand as you are able                                                                        
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the  
 anointed and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters. 
C: Amen. 
P: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?  Yet with you is 
 forgiveness, and so we confess. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you,  
 knowingly and unknowingly.  We have wandered from your resurrection 
 life.  We have strayed from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O 
 God. Give us  new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing 
 to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 
P: Receive good news: God turns to you in love. "I will put my spirit in you, and 
 you shall live," says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of + Jesus 
 Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God's grace for you. 
C:  Amen. 
 
HYMN  Red hymnal #339                                 Christ, the Life of All the Living                 
 
KYRIE              Music in Red hymnal on page 138 
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, and 
 for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us  
 pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE   Red hymnal page 139-140      Glory to God 
P:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.   
C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
 give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son 
 of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  
 have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive 
 our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
 alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
 God the Father.  Amen. 
 
GREETING / PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the   
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray . . .  
C:  Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within a

 and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with 
 empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us 
 again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

 forever. Amen. 
  

THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
R: 1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 
LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all  
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around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said  
to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 4Then he 
said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the LORD." 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." 10I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open 
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back 
to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD." 
 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING:  Romans 8:6-11  
R: 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God's law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells  
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit  
that dwells in you. 
 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               Music in Red hymnal page 142 
C: Return to the Lord, your God, for he  is gracious and merciful, slow to 
 anger,  and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL  
P: The Holy Gospel is John 11:1-45 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he 
whom you love is ill." 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 
5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7Then after 
this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8The disciples said to him, 
"Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" 
9Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in them." 11After saying this, he told them, "Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." 12The disciples 
said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." 13Jesus, however, had 
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
14Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." 16Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." 17When 
Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, 
"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask of him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will  
rise again." 24Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day." 25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world." 28When she had said this, she  
went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is  



 

 

calling for you." 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now 
Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the 
tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 
feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, "Where have you laid him?" 
They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, "See 
how he loved him!" 37But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?" 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came 
to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, "Take away the 
stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days." 40Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 
may believe that you sent me." 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
"Lazarus, come out!" 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him.  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON—Worship Leader—Kervyn Mach 

HYMN   Red hymnal #335            Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 

 
           RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED    
P:  Let us confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by  
 the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the  
 right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the 
 dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
 saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen.    
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Response after each petition) 
P:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:       Hear our prayer . . . 
 
**  LORD’S PRAYER   
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 
 come,  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
 daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation.  But deliver us from 
 evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
 ever.   Amen.   
 
OFFERING—INVITATION—God’s Work Continues 
 
OFFERTORY SONG   Red hymnal #186    Create in Me a Clean Heart  
C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from  
 me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free 
 Spirit.  

BLESSING 
P: May God, who gathers us in love, Lead you in the pathways of righteousness. 
 May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in path
 ways of forgiveness and freedom. May God, who fills us with good things, lead 
 you in pathways of equity and abundance. The blessing of the holy Trinity, + 
 one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY—after OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER—after OFFERTORY SONG 
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HYMN  Red hymnal #666                           What Wondrous Love is This 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: What is the mission of Zion Lutheran Church? 
C: The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is:  “Serving Christ through serving 
 others.” 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                  In the Cross of Christ I Glory  Arr.  Albrecht 
 
 
  Prayer concerns for Zion's prayer chain may be called in 
                to the church office 1(937) 667-3110. 
 
     
 
OFFERING:  March 22     
Total Unified Giving: $3,505.00    
Total Building Fund: $     50.00            
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Month of January 2020 Finances     
Unified Giving: $17,678.50           Expenses: $18,786.55 
Building Fund Giving: $1,886.41    Mortgage Payment:  $2,500.00 
Building Fund Balance:  $34,690.23 
 If you desire more detailed financial information there are ten copies of the  
balance sheet and income statement for the month of January 2020, on the table  
as you leave the sanctuary.  If you have any questions please bring them to our next  
Council meeting.   
 
 
 
 
            Staff 
         
      Pastor Jeff Glawe, Pastor; Terri Darrah, Choir Director;  
     Lori Sebastian, Organist; Jackie Glawe, Christian Education Director;  
        Linda Short, Office Manager; Susan Rambeau, Treasurer; Tina Putnam, Sexton 
 
 
 
 
    
                 
After offertory 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION           

Music on page 144 in Red hymnal 
 

**  THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
**  PREFACE 
P: It is indeed our duty and our joy . . . We praise your name and join their unending  
 hymn: 
C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord.  God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of  
 your glory.  Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
 comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
**  EUCHARISTIC PRAYER WITH WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
**  LORD’S PRAYER   
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation.  But deliver us from evil.  For  thine is the 
 Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
**  COMMUNION HYMN  Red hymnal #336                Lamb of God 
C: 1.  Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent him from your side 
 to walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
EASTER PLANTS 
Andy’s flowers is closed.  All plant orders will be cancelled.  If you  have paid for the 
plants you have ordered and would like to be reimbursed please let the church know. 
 
MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Eagle’s Wings 
Eagles Wings Stable has been offering equine assisted activities and therapies since 
2006 on Washington Rd., north of Troy.  They have served over 500 children and adults 
with a variety of disabilities in Miami County.  Excerpts from the presentation last week 
during worship are available on the back table where the display is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
refrain:  O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God.   
 Oh, wash me in your precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of 
God. 
  
 2.  Your gift of love we crucified.  We laughed and scorned him as he died.   
 The humble king we named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God.  
 
 refrain:  O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God.  
 Oh, wash me in your precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
  
 3.  I was so lost, I should have died, but you have brought me to your side  
 to be led by your staff and rod and to be called a lamb of God. 
  
 refrain:  O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God.  
 Oh, wash me in your precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  (All who confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior and believe in the 
real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to receive Holy Communion.)   
 
**  POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

 keep you in his grace.  
 
**  POST COMMUNION HYMN                      Red hymnal #659 
C:  Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?   
 Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.  
 I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.   
 I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, which sustains us 

 in the wilderness and the garden alike.  As Christ has loved us in this feast, so 
 send us to love Christ in our neighbors. In Jesus' name we pray. 

C:  Amen. 
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